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TAFT HIGH SCHOOL
World Geography 
2015-2016
Ms. Diana Zapien

E-mail: diana.zapien@nisd.net
Phone: (210) 397-6000

GRADING POLICY:     
Percentage Breakdown:     
Daily Work/Homework/Warm-ups:  40%
Quizzes:   35%
         Exams/Projects/Interactive Notebook: 25%  
If you miss a quiz or exam due to an absence, you will have 3 days to make it up. It is your responsibility to schedule a time to make up the quiz or exam before school, during 4th period advisory or after school. After the 3 days has passed. You will NOT be allowed to makeup the test or quiz.
You will be informed of exams well in advance to give you ample time to study. Therefore an absence the day prior to an exam is NOT a reason to postpone the exam.
Any exam or quiz a student fails, may be retaken ONCE and within 3 days.  The higher score will be recorded. Retakes will only be given before school, during 4th period advisory, or after school and must be scheduled at least a day in advance. 
An itemized progress report will be sent home every 3 weeks. Students and parents can also keep up with grades through Parent Connection on the district website. 

LATE WORK:

Late work is strongly discouraged.  Daily assignments will only be accepted ONE day late and the highest possible grade is an 80. Major grades will only be accepted three days late, with ten points per deducted per day. 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to pick up work from the make-up work folder.  You have one day plus the number of days missed to turn in your make up work.
MISSING WORK:
If an assignment is not turned in “late” (see above section on late work) it will be marked as “missing.” Any missing daily assignment may ONLY be completed and turned in during tutoring or advisory and the highest possible grade is a 70. Once an assignment is missing, students are no longer allowed to work on any portion of the assignment at home. Please see tutoring and advisory sections below.
TUTORING:                        
I will be available for tutoring Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 4:15-5:00 p.m.
ONLINE CLASSROOM:

I have set up an online classroom. Students are expected to keep up with class using this online resource. Available on the online classroom are: class calendars, quizlets, videos, assignments, maps, useful links, etc. Ample time will be given for online assignments, to accommodate those who may not have easy access to a computer or internet connection at home. Computers with internet can also be accessed in the school library and learning lounge. 
mszapien.weebly.com

Bookmark the link on your cellphone, desktop, laptop, or tablet to make it easy to access.

ONLINE TEXTBOOK:

Students will need to access the textbook digitally through a desktop, laptop, smartphone/Iphone, tablet, etc. The library has a Chromebook check-out program through which students can check-out a  Chromebook along with a Wi-Fi hotspot device to access the internet. Check-outs are on a weekly basis and can be re-checked-out so long as there is not a waiting list. E-mail Virginia Bigler (Virginia.bigler@nisd.net) for more information.
HALL PASSES:
Hall passes will not be issued for any reason. All personal business should be taken care of during the 5 minute passing period. For this class, each student will receive ONE restroom pass per 6 weeks. Students can choose to roll-over restroom passes to the next grading period, or exchange it for a late pass. Students need to return promptly to class when using a restroom pass.

ATTENDANCE & TARDIES:

Attendance will be recorded daily. Students must be in the classroom when the bell rings in order to avoid a tardy. All tardy students must sign in upon entering class. Upon the third tardy, a phone call will be made home and upon the fourth, a tardy referral will be issued.

PHONES & ELECTRONIC DEVICES:

Cell phones will only be allowed in the classroom at my discretion. You will be explicitly told when cellphone use is okay. Charging of cellphones will not be allowed in the classroom.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated whatsoever. This includes cheating, copying, plagiarizing, and the unauthorized use of a cellphone or electronic device during a test or quiz. Academic dishonesty will result in a referral to the Academic Dean. 
COMMUNICATION:

E-mail is a great way to be in contact with me. I reply to e-mails the same day. Parent Connection is a great resource to keep up with your grades as that is YOUR responsibility. Stay up-to-date with anything going on in class by signing up for text message reminders using Remind.
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