[image: image1.png]o)



[image: image2.jpg]


TAFT HIGH SCHOOL
World Geography 
2014-2015
Ms. Diana Zapien

E-mail: diana.zapien@nisd.net
Phone: (210) 397-6000

Welcome to an exciting year at Taft High School. Together we will explore the world and discover information that will help you understand your place in that world and perhaps shape some of your dreams. Please read this syllabus with your parents or guardians, sign it, and return it to class. This syllabus will state in brief how we will travel the path of learning together. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
In World Geography Studies students examine people, places and environments at local, regional, national and international scales from the spatial and ecological perspectives of geography. Students will develop a global perspective and study the influence of geography on events of the past and present.

TEACHER PLEDGE:     


I will treat you fairly and with respect. I will assist you when you need me. If you have a question please do not 
hesitate to ask. 
SUPPLIES:                          
We will have a class set of textbooks. If you wish to check out your own copy of the textbook, you may do so in the bookroom before school, after school, or during lunch.
- Spiral Notebook (college ruled, at least 70 sheets, make sure it is not the tear away sheets as these tend 
  to fall apart much more quickly)
  **composition books are not acceptable**
- Loose leaf paper
- Colored pencils

- Glue sticks

- Pen(s)
GRADING POLICY:          
Daily Work/Homework/Quizzes/Warm-ups:  50%
Exams/Projects/Interactive Notebook:          50% 

If you miss a quiz or exam due to an absence, you will have 3 days to make it up. You will also have to schedule a time to make up the quiz or exam before school, during 4th period lunch or after school. 
You will be informed of exams well in advance to give you ample time to study. Therefore an absence the day prior to an exam is NOT a reason to postpone the exam.
Any exam or quiz a student fails, may be retaken ONCE and within 3 days.  The higher score will be recorded. Retakes will only be given before school, during 4th period lunch, or after school and must be scheduled at least a day in advance. 
An itemized progress report will be sent home every 3 weeks. Students and parents can also keep up with grades through Parent Connection on the district website. 

LATE WORK:

Late work is strongly discouraged.  Late work will only be accepted ONE day late and the highest score possible grade is a 80. Major grades will only be accepted three days late, with three points per day deducted.

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to ask for your make up work. All assignments will be in the make-up work folder.  You have one day plus the number of days missed to turn in your make up work.
MISSING WORK:
If an assignment is not turned in “late” (see above section on late work) it will be marked as “missing.” Any missing work may ONLY be completed and turned in during tutoring or advisory and the highest possible grade is a 70. Once an assignment is missing, students are no longer allowed to work on any portion of the assignment at home. Please see tutoring and advisory sections below.
FRESHMAN ADVISORY:

As part of the Freshman Academy, all freshmen are to participate in Freshman Advisory. For the first 6 week cycle, ALL freshmen will report to their advisory teacher for the first 15 minutes of their 4th period lunch. This advisory period was designed for students to get additional help, make-up quizzes and tests, meet with teachers, and tend to any academic matters. After the first 6 week cycle, only students who are passing all of their core classes will be able to attend a full 48 minute lunch. Each core subject has an advisory teacher that students MUST report to if they are failing that particular subject. Mandatory advisory is only for the first 15 minutes, but students are welcome and encouraged to stay as long as is necessary. It is recommended that students bring a sack lunch if they plan to stay the full period. 

TUTORING:                        
I will be available for tutoring Tuesday and Thursday mornings beginning at 8:00. I am the assigned Advisory teacher for World Geography – tutoring is also available during that time. 
ONLINE CLASSROOM:

I have set up an online classroom. Students are expected to keep up with class using this online resource. Available on the online classroom are: class calendars, quizlets, videos, assignments, maps, useful links, etc. Ample time will be given for online assignments, to accommodate those who may not have easy access to a computer or internet connection at home. My classroom as well as the school has computers with internet connections that students can access. 
Online classroom can be found at mszapien.weebly.com a mobile version is also available.
EXPECTATIONS
While we will have fun, the classroom must also be a place where the best learning environment exists. These are the expectations you must adhere to while in my class:
1. Listen to instruction.

    Listen to and follow instructions. This also refers classroom instruction as well as school and district policies.
2. Enter and exit prepared. 

    Students are expected to come arrive on time and ready to engage in learning every day. This means you should 

    be in your assigned seat when the bell rings with the necessary materials out. Students are also expected to leave    

    every day with the necessary resources to complete assignments.

3. Always try your BEST.

    This means you must complete all of your assignments, complete them with your biggest effort, and turn them in    

    on time. Grades will not be given, they must be EARNED. There will be a zero tolerance for academic dishonesty.
4. Respect yourself and others. 
    This includes property, beliefs, opinions, and persons. There will be zero tolerance for disrespect.
5. No excuses!
    Take responsibility for yourself and your actions. Whining, excuses, sleeping, and profanity will not be tolerated.    

    No hall passes will be issued during class time. With very limited exceptions, students are expected to live up  

    to these expectations on a daily basis, all year long. 
Consequences for not meeting these expectations are as follows:

1. Verbal warning

2. Conference with teacher

3. Call home

4. Office referral     

Let’s make this an exciting new school year! Together we will grow, have fun, and learn the wonderful applications of Geography. I look forward to working together with you and your parents/guardians towards a successful high school career. Go Raiders! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
After both signatures have been signed, please separate this bottom portion, staple it to the completed student info sheet, and turn in to me. 
I have read this class syllabus, including the policies and expectations and agree to comply with its provisions.

Student name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Student signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Parent/Guardian signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ______________________
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